
DON’T LET IT 
GO TO WASTE

Recycle Week 2024 Toolkit

All templates mentioned in this toolkit are available for download: 
www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024!

http://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024


INTRODUCTION

1	 Zero Waste Scotland (2023). Household Waste Composition Analysis. [online] Zero Waste 
Scotland. Available at: https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/resources/household-waste-composition-
analysis [Accessed 15 Aug. 2024].

Zero Waste Scotland created these materials following our 
recently published ‘The Composition of Household Waste at the 
Kerbside in 2021-23 report’1, which uncovered a worrying fact 
– that over half of waste disposed of at the kerbside (52%) in 
Scotland could have been recycled. 

This toolkit has been designed to help local authorities educate 
householders to recycle better and why it’s important, to ensure they fully 
make the most of their kerbside recycling services. 

Important - all Recycle for Scotland materials must be printed on recycled 
stock. Please include the stock’s environmental accreditation(s) on the back 
cover of leaflets or inside the margin on single sided communications, ie. a 
poster, in a minimum 7pt font size.

For further guidance, please contact the Zero Waste Scotland 
Communications Team:
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THE RESEARCH

During last year’s Recycle Week, Zero Waste Scotland 
published the Household Waste Composition Analysis, 
a significant piece of work exploring the composition of 
household waste collected at the kerbsides of Scotland. 

The study uncovered some interesting but worrying findings 
– that more than half of waste disposed at the kerbside 
(52%) could have been recycled. Clearly, kerbside services 
in Scotland are not being used as effectively as they could 
be.

Further research at the start of this year (conducted through 
qualitative focus groups across Scotland) showed that 
there are several reasons why householders aren’t always 
correctly recycling the waste that is currently going into 
their general waste bins, such as:

•	 Confusion about what items can (or can’t) be recycled 
in each local authority area, due to a lack of clear 
and simple information on specific items or about new 
recycling services

•	 Contradictory information from manufacturers and on 
packaging about what can be recycled 

•	 A lack of feedback and updates on how their individual 
efforts on recycling (and avoiding contamination by 
recycling correctly) positively contributes towards their 
local area, the environment and on local authority 
finances and other services.

Our Recycle Week campaign ‘Don’t let it go to waste’ 
champions all the efforts we make to recycle in Scotland, 
whilst also making the point that we very often fall at the 
final hurdle – in terms of putting the right things in the 
right bins. It talks to both not letting our effort go to waste, 
including the items we recycle too. 

These campaign materials have been developed to help 
local authorities deliver communication and behavioural 
interventions to overcome these issues, with the end goal 
of increasing participation in kerbside recycling collection 
services. 

The assets available are flexible and should be used with 
statistics from your local authority area, to provide the most 
relevant reasons for people to recycle better where they 
live.

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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COMMUNICATIONS

To reach our audience in as many ways as possible, we 
have developed a range of campaign assets that can be 
adapted and used across in-home, outdoor and online 
communication channels.

SUGGESTED IN-HOME CHANNELS

•	 Leaflets 

•	 Residual bin stickers 

•	 Local press ads 

•	 Local authority website and social channels 

SUGGESTED EXTERNAL CHANNELS

•	 Event/roadshow engagement, with banners, posters 
and flyers

SUGGESTED INTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS

•	 Posters within local authority buildings 

•	 Digital adverts for display screens in council contact 
centres

•	 Newsletters and colleague reminders

•	 Email footers for local authority staff

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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HERO FILM

Our hero film – ‘Don’t let it go to waste’ – acknowledges 
the current efforts that households make to recycle, whilst 
also showing the fact that over half of what we put in 
general waste could have been recycled. 

These videos are all accompanied with subtitles, so they 
can be used when sound isn’t available such use on digital 
screens. 

The hero film is 47 seconds long with cutdown available in 
30 second, 15 second and 10 second versions.

It can be used on your website or social media channels.
HERO FILM 16:9
Supplied as MP4s with subtitles embedded, in the following lengths: 47 seconds, 30 
seconds, 15 seconds, 10 seconds. 

HERO FILM 1:1
Supplied as MP4s with subtitles 
embedded, 47 seconds length.

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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POSTERS

Poster templates can be tailored to include statistics that 
are relevant to individual local authorities. The ‘Recycle for 
Scotland’ logo can also be substituted with the appropriate 
local variant.

Posters supplied as 2 x 8 page InDesign files packaged, a 
print-ready PDF and individual posters exported as JPEGs.

MATERIAL STREAMS POSTERS 1
Paper and Cardboard

Original Recycle Week 2024

1

2

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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MATERIAL STREAMS POSTERS 2
Plastic

MATERIAL STREAMS POSTERS 3
Food waste

Original OriginalRecycle Week 2024 Recycle Week 2024

1 1

2 2

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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MATERIAL STREAMS POSTERS 4
Metals

Original Recycle Week 2024

1

2

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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SOCIAL MEDIA ASSETS
MATERIAL STREAMS ASSETS 1
Paper and Cardboard
1:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 4 x PNGs for Instagram and Facebook; and 1 x 4 
page PDF for LinkedIn.

2:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 4 x PNGs for X/Twitter.

These digital recycling assets are available across 
a range of sizes for different platforms such as X, 
LinkedIn and Facebook. These assets have been 
designed to remind people to recycle correctly, by 
focusing on material streams such as paper and 
card, plastics, food, and metals. 

It includes a selection of collateral that explain 
why contaminates can be problematic for 
recycling. This includes key contaminates such as 
glass, packaged food items and recycling in the 
wrong bin.

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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MATERIAL STREAMS ASSETS 2
Plastics
1:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 4 x PNGs for Instagram and Facebook; and 1 x 4 
page PDF for LinkedIn.

MATERIAL STREAMS ASSETS 3
Metals
1:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 4 x PNGs for Instagram and Facebook; and 1 x 4 
page PDF for LinkedIn.

2:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 4 x PNGs for X/Twitter. 2:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 4 x PNGs for X/Twitter.

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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MATERIAL STREAMS ASSETS 4
Food waste
1:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 4 x PNGs for Instagram and Facebook; and 1 x 4 
page PDF for LinkedIn.

2:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 4 x PNGs for X/Twitter.

CONTAMINATION ASSETS 1
Bin types
1:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 4 x PNGs for Instagram and Facebook; and 1 x 4 
page PDF for LinkedIn.

2:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 4 x PNGs for X/Twitter.

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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CONTAMINATION ASSETS 2
Glass types
1:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 5 x PNGs for Instagram and Facebook; and 1 x 5 
page PDF for LinkedIn.

2:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 5 x 
PNGs for X/Twitter.

CONTAMINATION ASSETS 3
Food waste packaging
1:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 5 x PNGs for Instagram and Facebook; and 1 x 5 
page PDF for LinkedIn.

2:1 ratio, supplied as a set of 5 x 
PNGs for X/Twitter.

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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ANIMATIONS

Our animations spotlight 
key contaminates that can 
often ruin our recycling, 
this includes greasy pizza 
boxes, food covered items 
and putting the wrong items 
in the wrong bins. They are 
short (under 30 seconds), to 
the point and offer solutions 
to common contamination 
issues. 

All supplied as MP4 files.

CONTAMINATION VIDEO 1
Pizza boxes
1:1 ratio, 29 second animation

CONTAMINATION VIDEO 2 
Types of plastic
1:1 ratio, 26 second animation

CONTAMINATION VIDEO 3 
Clean recycling
1:1 ratio, 22 second animation

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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SOCIAL COPY

Hero films, animations and social media assets can be 
shared across different platforms – with associated post 
copy.

The posts can be edited and localised to include details 
or highlights of your activity during Recycle Week. It is an 
opportunity to encourage your audience to get behind 
Recycle Week and remind them of their local recycling 
provision.

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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SCHOOL RESOURCES

School resources have been developed to raise awareness 
of the importance of recycling to primary aged pupils 
during Recycle Week. The lessons are suitable for use by 
waste awareness and education staff, teachers and leaders 
of youth groups such as Girl Guiding and Scouts. Our pack 
includes two lessons, an assembly, lesson plan and activity 
sheets.

LOWER PRIMARY (P1 - P3)
Supplied as a 28 page PDF slideshow, 16:9 ratio

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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UPPER PRIMARY (P4 - P7)
Supplied as a 30 page PDF slideshow, 16:9 ratio

ASSEMBLY
Supplied as a 16 page PDF slideshow, 16:9 ratio

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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RECYCLE WEEK ACTIVITIES
Supplied as a 4 page A4 PDF

LESSON PLAN
Supplied as a 23 page PDF

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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EMAIL BANNER

An email banner is an easy addition to your email signature. It highlights the campaign and promotes Recycle Week.

Kind regards, 

Your name

Kind regards, 

Your name

Supplied as a 650 x 189 px PNG file

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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BIN STICKERS

This simple A5 sticker is designed to prompt people at 
the point of disposal. It offers a clear, simple solution by 
encouraging people to search for the Recycling Sorter. QR 
codes can be used to allow residents to easily access up-to-
date recycling information.

Supplied as a 2 page InDesign file package

 https://www.zerowastescotland.org.uk/recycle-week-2024
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FURTHER SUPPORT

Please contact us, requesting ‘Recycle Week support’, if you 
have any questions about these materials or need further 
support.

localauthorities@zerowastescotland.org.uk

mailto:localauthorities%40zerowastescotland.org.uk%20?subject=Recycle%20Week%20Support
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